Less Common Vowel Teams

Sound Spelling Example Words Notes

short /a/ au laugh
long /a/ ey they, prey, grey, obey, convey | often appears at the end of words

] eight, weigh, sleigh, freight, o
long /a/ eigh _ useful in high-frequency words

neighbor

long /a/ ea great, break, steak

. straight, straighten, mostly seen in straight and related
long /a/ aigh i

straightway words
long /a/ ei veil, vein, reign, rein, beige often needs word-specific practice
head, bread, dead, spread, common enough to teach after
short /e/ ea
thread regular short e

short /e/ ai said, again, against, captain

) _ _ _ ) best taught in common words, like
short /e/ ie friend, friendly, friendship

"friend"

] field, piece, chief, thief, often taught as “i before ¢” words,

long /e/ ie i ]
shield but there are exceptions
) ceiling, receive, receipt,
long /e/ ei o
protein, seize
build, building, built, guilt,

short /i/ ui

guilty




long /i/ eigh height, sleight, heighten mostly in height and related words
long /o/ ough though, dough, although
long /o/ ou soul, shoulder
young, touch, double,
short /u/ ou
trouble, country
) soup, group, youth, route,
/oo/ as in moon ou some words vary by accent
wound
/oo/ as in book oul could, would, should
walk, talk, chalk, small, often before |, though the I may be
faw/ al

always

quiet or altered




