
R-Controlled Syllable Word List 
 

basic r-controlled sounds advanced r-controlled sounds 

ar 
or/ore 

er/ir/ur 

air/are/ear 
eer/ear/ere/ier 

oor/our 
or/ar/ear 

 

Spelling Spelling Pattern Examples 

ar This is the only spelling of the /ar/ 
sound. 

car, farm, star, mark, shark 

or 
This is the most common spelling of 
/ôr/. Often used in the middle of 
words. 

for, horn, fork, storm, short 

ore 
Often used at the end of a word when 
the /ôr/ sound comes after a 
consonant. 

more, store, shore, score, chore 

er 

This is the most common spelling of 
/ər/. It is often used at the end of a 
word or syllable. Also common in the 
middle of words. 

her, fern, person, winter, better 

ir 

It is often used before d, t, l, m, or s, 
though this is not a perfect rule. 

bird, girl, first, stir, shirt 

ur 
It is often used before n, t, p, l, or s, 
though this is also not a perfect rule. turn, burn, hurt, curl, nurse 

 



ar or ore 

car 
jar 

farm 
park 
star 

carpet 
garden 
market 
artist 

harvest 

for 
corn 
fork 

storm 
short 
orbit 
forest 

morning 
hornet 
forgot 

more 
store 
shore 
score 
chore 

implore 
before 
explore 
ignore 
restore 

er ir ur 

her 
fern 
germ 
term 
perch 

perfect 
better 

summer 
winter 
sister 

bird 
girl 

shirt 
first 
stir 

infirm 
confirm 
stirrup 

birdbath 
dirtpan 

turn 
burn 
hurt 
curl 
fur 

unhurt 
burlap 
furnish 
burger 
turnip 

 


