
Less Common Vowel Sounds 

 

Vowel Less Common Sound Example Words Note 

a /ä/ father, calm, palm 
This is sometimes called the broad a 

sound. Depending on your accent, it may 
sound slightly different. 

a /ô/ ball, call, walk 

In some words, "a" can sound more like 
the "aw" sound, especially before "l". 

Depending on your accent, the aw sound 
and the short o sound can sound very 

similar. 

a /ŏ/ or /ô/ 
want, wash, watch, 

swan, squash, quality 

The /w/ and /qu/ sounds can make the 
letter a sound more like a short o or an aw 

sound. 

o /ŭ/ son, done, love 
In some words, o makes the short u 

sound. 

o /oo/ do, move, prove 
In some words, o makes the long /oo/ 

sound. 

u /oo/ put, push, full 
In some words, u makes the short  /oo/ 

sound heard in put. 

 

 

 


